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Course Syllabus 
 
Course Information 
Course Title: AP U.S. History 
  
Course Number: 276 
  
Course Date: year long course 
  
Course Location: room 221 
  
Instructor: Michele Metzler mmetzler@rsu22.us 
 
Course Description: In AP U.S. History students investigate significant events, individuals, 

developments, and processes in nine historical periods from approximately 
1491 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and 
methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; 
developing historical arguments; making historical comparisons; and 
utilizing reasoning about contextualization, causation, and continuity and 
change over time. The course also provides seven themes that students 
explore throughout the course in order to make connections among historical 
developments in different times and places: American and national identity; 
migration and settlement; politics and power; work, exchange, and 
technology; America in the world; geography and the environment; and 
culture and society.  

 
  
Prerequisite/Program: World History, U.S. History, and by permission 
 
Standards and Graduation Standards: See the AP U.S. History Course and Exam Description 

https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-us-history-co
urse-and-exam-description.pdf 

 
Learning Outcomes 
Outcomes: The AP history courses seek to apprentice students to the practice of history 

by emphasizing the development of disciplinary practices and skills while 
learning historical content. Students best develop these practices and skills by 
investigating the past through the exploration and interpretation of a rich 
array of primary sources and secondary texts and through the regular 
development of historical argumentation in writing. This section presents the 
disciplinary practices and reasoning skills that students should develop in all 
AP history courses. The tables describe what students should be able to do 
with each practice or skill. Every AP Exam question will assess one or 
more of these practices and skills. 
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           I. AP History Disciplinary Practices   
                          Practice 1: Analyzing Historical Evidence     
                                    Students will be assessed on their ability to:  
                                         Primary Sources  

Describe historically relevant information and/or arguments within a source.
• Explain how a source provides information about the broader historical 

setting within which it was created.  
• Explain how a source’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, and/or 
audience might a ect a source’s meaning.  

       • Explain the relative historical significance of a source’s point of view,  
         purpose, historical situation, and/or audience.  

•  Evaluate a source’s credibility and/or limitations.  
 

   Secondary Sources  
                                      • Describe the claim or argument of a secondary source, as well as the evidence 

used. 
            • Describe a pattern or trend in quantitative data in non-text-based sources.  
            • Explain how a historian’s claim or argument is supported with evidence. 

                                      • Explain how a historian’s context in uences the claim or argument. 
• Analyze patterns and trends in quantitative data in non-text-based sources.  
• Evaluate the e ectiveness of a historical claim or argument. 

 
 

Practice 2: Argument Development 
• Make a historically defensible claim in the form of an evaluative thesis. 
• Support an argument using speci c and relevant evidence. 
• Use historical reasoning to explain relationships among pieces of historical evidence. 

                                       • Consider ways that diverse or alternative evidence could be used to qualify or modify  
                                         an argument.  

 
 

             AP History Reasoning Skills  
Skill 1: Contextualization 
• Describe an accurate historical context for a speci c historical development or process 
• Explain how a relevant context in uenced a specific historical development or process. 
• Use context to explain the relative historical significance of a specific historical 

development or process. 
 

Skill 2: Comparison  
                                            • Describe similarities and/or differences between different historical developments or 

processes.  
 • Explain relevant similarities and/or differences between specific historical 

developments and processes. 
 • Explain the relative historical significance of similarities and/or differences between 

different historical developments or processes. 
 
Skill 3: Causation 

                                          • Describe causes or e ects of a speci c historical development or process.  
                                          • Explain the relationship between causes and effects of a specific historical development 

or process. 
• Explain the difference between primary and secondary causes and between short- and 

long- term effects. 
• Explain the relative historical significance of different causes and/or effects. 



 
 

Skill 4:Continuity and Change over Time 
• Describe patterns of continuity and/or change over time. 
• Explain patterns of continuity and/or change over time. 
• Explain the relative historical significance of specific historical developments in 

relation to a larger pattern of continuity and/or change.  
 

 
II. Thematic Learning Objectives  
The learning objectives are grouped into seven themes typically included in college-level U.S. 
history courses: 

 
• American and National Identity (NAT) 
• Politics and Power (POL) 
• Work, Exchange, and Technology (WXT) 
• Culture and Society (CUL) 
• Migration and Settlement (MIG) 
• Geography and the Environment (GEO) 
• America in the World (WOR) 

 
These themes focus on major historical issues and changes, helping students connect the 
historical content they study to broad developments and processes that have emerged over 
centuries in what has become the United States. Each theme is presented with its description and 
a table that outlines the learning objectives for that theme.  

 
   

Instructional Methods 
Methods: This class is taught using a variety of instructional methods including lecture, 

class discussion, student led discussions, projects, presentations, and small 
group collaboration.  

 
  
Supporting Materials 
 Textbook Title: By the People  by James Fraser 
Publisher: Pearson 
Materials: Primary documents 
 Secondary documents 
                                            Videos 

     Online sources and materials (variety) 
  
Framework/Assignments 
Assessment  
  
1.  Short Answer Questions, Long Essay Questions (LEQ) and Document-Based Questions (DBQ) will  
     be assigned frequently throughout the year.  
2.  Students will make multiple presentations on major U.S. History events and personalities.  
3.  Students will take assessments  made up of either multiple-choice questions used on AP U.S.  
    History exams of years past or on material recently covered in the course.  

4.  Quarter and Semester Exams  
  
Grading Policy Students are expected to come to class having done the readings and prep 

work assigned so that the class can move forward through the curriculum. 



There are no “redos” on these quizzes since we will be discussing the 
material in class.  Late points or no credit for other assignments will be 
determined at the discretion of the teacher.  At some point, the validity of the 
student work is no longer acceptable due to the timing of the curriculum or 
end of ranking period.  
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